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HD 202 – 002
Infant and Toddler Development
Spring 2017

Meeting days and times:  TR 9:30-10:45
Location:  Adams 109
Professor:  Dr. Maria Hernandez-Reif 

Office hours:  Wednesdays, 2-3:15 and by appointment. 

Office Location: 222 CDRC 

Telephone:  348-5894 or 348-6158 (Department’s Main Office Number)

E-mail:  mhernandez-reif@ches.ua.edu
Teaching Assistant:  Hunter Sartain 
Email: hlsartain@ches.ua.edu or via Blackboard Learn

Office Location: 220 CDRC

Office Hours: Tuesdays & Thursday 11:00-12:00
Required Texts:
Infants and Children: Prenatal Through Middle Childhood (7th edition) by Laura E. Berk
Required Laboratory Observation:  10-12 observations
1 hour per week for 12 weeks (10 hours minimum, and these must be completed over 10-12 weeks).
Course Structure:  This course will consist of lectures and discussions, student observations of infants and toddlers, written assignments and tests/exams. For campus courses, attendance is necessary for you to do well in class. For online courses, participation in on-line discussions are necessary for you to do well. 
Course Objectives:  At the completion of this course, you will have a general understanding of prenatal development (pregnancy) and human development during the first three years of life. Specifically, we will cover biological and environmental factors that influence development and how infants and toddlers mature physically, mentally (cognitive), socially and emotionally as well as how they develop language.  Developmental theories will be reviewed throughout the term as will topics, such as breastfeeding, co-sleeping, attachment, infant temperament and cultural differences. You will also have first hand experience observing infants and young children at an accredited center.
Student Learning Outcomes for the Undergraduate Major in Early Childhood Education/Early Child Development That Are For SACS Review
	Student Learning Outcome1:   Undergraduate students observe, identify, and analyze infant and young children’s stages of physical, social-emotional, and cognitive development for patterns of typical and atypical growth and maturation.
	

	 
Student Learning Outcome 3: Undergraduate students use the full range of communication skills and educational technology to facilitate gathering and delivery of information related to dynamic human communities.

Student Learning Outcome 4: Undergraduate students evaluate contextual influences on infant and young children’s development, which includes the influences of culture, community, school, peer group, and family.

Student Learning Outcome 6: Undergraduate students will demonstrate their knowledge of theories of human development and of patterns of stability and change in physical, cognitive and social-emotional development across the various periods of the lifespan. 
	


Grading:   The final grade for the course will be computed as follows:


Points

Task/Assignment


  5   points = 
Class Attendance or Discussion questions
10   points =
Laboratory hours (MANDATORY- if you do not complete a minimum of        10 hours of observation, you will fail the course).
  5   points = 
Journals (1/2 point for each journal entry up to journal entry #10)
20   points =
Mini case study for Infants (birth to 12 months)

20   points =
Mini case study for Toddlers (13 to 24  months)

  5   points = 
Research summary paper

10   points =
Exam 1 (Chapters 1 & 2)

10   points =
Exam 2 (Chapters 3 & 4)

15   points =
Exam 3 (Chapters 5,6 & 7)

100  points  =
100 %

100-97% 
=
A+

76 - 73%
=
C

96 - 94%
=
A

72 - 70%
=
C-

93 - 90%
=
A-

69 - 67%
=
D+

89 - 87%
=
B+

66 - 63%
=
D

86 - 83%
=
B

62 - 60%
=
D-

82 - 80%
=
B-

59 and below
=
F

79 - 77% 
=
C+


I. Attendance (5%) 
Class attendance will be taken daily.  After more than 3 class absences, one point will be deducted for each missed class up to minus 5 points. 
II. Laboratory hours (10%)
As a registered student in this course, you will be given access via your ACT card to THE CHILDREN’S PROGRAM (the preschool center on campus) where you will observe infants and children. If you do not have an ACT card, you will need to get one at Student Services. The Children’s Program is situated on the first floor of the Child Development Research Center (CDRC) located at 651 5th Avenue East, on campus (across from the Student Health Center). 
Prerequisite Checklist to access the Children’s Program at CDRC
_____  Before you can start your observations at the Children’s Program, you must review the Hepatitis Power Point and decide about acquiring the suggested immunizations.  The Hepatitis form must be turned in before you are cleared to start your observations. 
______You must apply for a criminal history background check with Risk Mitigation Services, Inc. The cost of the criminal history background check is $23.00.  

______You must provide me with documentation from Risk Mitigation stating that you have been cleared. 
______You must watch  the Orientation to the CDRC DVD and complete the quiz.  If you miss watching the DVD when I show it in class, you will need to watch it on your own in Blackboard Learn and complete the quiz. 

______  You must complete and turn in a signed Confidentiality Contract. 

______ You must complete and turn in a signed Academic Honor Code Contract.

Checklist for obtaining credit for your observations


___ To obtain credit for your laboratory hours, you MUST swipe your individual ACT card to make an electronic record of the time you spent at the Children’s Program.  In addition, you MUST log “in and out” in the binder at the Children’s Program. 
Dress code:   Please note that you are a guest at the Children’s Program and that this is a professional setting that is visited by parents, students, professors and guests from the community.  You should dress appropriately and behave respectfully at all times.
Make up observations:  ATTENDANCE OF LESS THAN ONE HOUR PER WEEK WILL RESULT IN A LOWER GRADE.  On a case-by-case basis, you may receive permission to make up your observation time that you missed due to illness, etc.  PLEASE REMEMBER THAT IF YOU DO NOT COMPLETE AT LEAST 10 HOURS OF LABORATORY OBSERVATIONS, YOU WILL FAIL THIS COURSE. 

Statement on Criminal Background Check

A requirement for this course is that you complete a criminal history background check with Risk Mitigation Services, Inc.  You will be required to have this completed once during your undergraduate program of studies as long as you remain continuously enrolled at The University of Alabama (not including breaks for summer) to participate in any HDFS course where you will work directly or indirectly with children, or if you will be participating in research.
If you have the results of an ABI-FBI criminal history background check that was completed for a different program of study at The University of Alabama (i.e., College of Education or School of Social Work), you may give me a copy of the results.  I will let you know if the background check is acceptable.  
If you are not enrolled for either a fall or spring semester and you return to school, you will be required to have another criminal history background check completed before you can participate in HDFS course practica/service learning experiences, internship experiences, and research laboratory experiences.  It is your responsibility (i.e., the student’s) to keep an electronic copy of the results so that each time you take a course that requires documentation of the criminal history background check, you can print the report of the results and turn it into the course instructor.  Instructors do not have access to documents that you turn in to other instructors.  
When you apply for the criminal history background check, you must agree to the statement, “I agree to report any criminal activity that results in a conviction to the Department of Human Development and Family Studies at The University of Alabama within 24 hours of the conviction.”

To apply for the criminal history background check, go to: www.riskmitigation.us/uastudents
It may take you about 30 minutes to complete the application. Once you have completed the application, it will take about 24-78 hours to receive the results.  The results will be emailed to you.  MAKE SURE THAT YOU SAVE THE RESULTS THAT ARE EMAILED TO YOU FROM RISK MITIGATION AND THAT YOU TURN IN A COPY TO ME.  If you lose your copy of the results, you will need to get another copy from Risk Mitigation Services, Inc. 

If you experience problems while trying to obtain your background check from Risk Mitigation Services, you may contact them by email at info@riskmitigation.us or by phone at 866-383-1180.
III. Journals  - you will be responsible for e-journaling your first 10 hour-long observations of 
infants and toddlers through Blackboard Learn. 

IV. Mini case studies 
You will complete two separate case studies for this course.  One will be on a child who is between 0 and 12 months of age. The other will be on a child between 13 and 24 months of age.  You are expected to observe your case study children every time you attend the Children’s Program.  You must complete and turn in both case studies to pass this course.  Failure to complete and turn in both case studies will result in an F for the course.    

Each case study report MUST be typed. The guidelines for this assignment may be found in the ASSIGNMENTS tab of your Blackboard Learn course section. The case study report should be in paragraph form, as a narrative with full sentences and correct grammar and punctuation.  If writing is not one of your strengths, you should contact the Writing Center to seek assistance with these assignments.  

V. Research Summary Paper:   
Your research summary paper should be typed (single-spaced).  Your paper should be based on a scientific journal article (not a magazine article) that reported on children under the age of three years old.  Examples of scientific journals where you might find research on children under 3 years of age include Child Development, Infancy, Infant Behavior and Development and Infant Mental Health Journal.  There will be a class review on how to access the e-Library to locate an appropriate article for this assignment. Also see youtube video posted on Blackboard Learn under ASSIGNMENTS. 
Your research summary paper must contain the following sections:
A.  Objective(s) of study:  Briefly state the study/research question(s), which is what the study was trying to determine.

B.  Methods

1) Participants (Subjects):  Describe who was being studied and the number of participants in the study; including their average (or mean) age and the age range (youngest and oldest), socioeconomic level (if mentioned), and break down of race and/or ethnicity (% White, % Black, % Hispanic, % Asian, % Other).
2) Assessments/Tests/Instruments:  Briefly describe the study design, assessments or tests used to measure changes in the children and/or what interventions (treatments), if any, were used.   Mention if the study included a control group.  
C.  Results:  What did the researchers learn?  You can obtain this from the Discussion section of the paper. **** You must upload a copy of the original article that your research summary paper is based on otherwise your paper will not be graded ****.  A LINK TO THE ARTICLE OR AN ABSTRACT OF THE OTHER IS NOT ACCEPTABLE. 
VI.  
Examinations

Exam #1 will be given at the end of Chapter 2 and will cover Ch 1 and 2;  Exam #2 will be given at the end of Ch 4 and will cover Ch 3 and 4; Your final exam will cover Ch 5, 6 and 7. 
Make-Up Examinations:  If you miss an exam because of illness or an emergency please notify me before the exam at 205-348-5894 to discuss the reason for your absence or notify the department of Human Development and Family Studies Office (348 - 6158), if you cannot reach me.  As soon as you return to school, please make arrangements to make up your missed exam.  A zero (0) score will be entered for any examination that is not completed by the end of the course. Students missing two or more examinations should withdraw from the course. You must present documentation for missing the exam to request a make-up.  
Academic Honesty:  We will follow the provisions of the Alabama Academic Honor Code.  Academic misconduct in any form (including: cheating, plagiarism, fabrication of information, misrepresentation, and abetting any of the above) will result in failure of the course and any violator of this Honor Code will be immediately referred to the University Judicial Board for subsequent action.  If cheating is suspected but conclusive evidence is not available, I reserve the right to re-administer any examination or assignment in question. 

Inclement Weather Policy:  If the University remains open, class will be held as scheduled.  However, if severe or adverse weather conditions prohibit your class attendance or threaten your safety, a reasonable effort will be made to accommodate you.  In the event that the University is closed on the day an examination is scheduled, please be prepared to take the examination the next time we have class. 

Special Accommodations: The Department of Human Development and Family Studies makes reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities.  Any student who may need special arrangements in order to meet the requirements of the course must present documentation of the disability to the Office of Disability Services.  The office will prepare a letter for the student's professors/instructors indicating suggested accommodation.  Please supply this letter to me as soon as possible so that necessary accommodations may be made.   If you have a disability, but have not contacted the Office of Disabilities Services, please call 348-4285 or visit 1000 Houser Hall to register for services.

TENTATIVE Course Outline for Spring 2017
	Dates
	Chapter:                             Additional 

	Jan 12, 17
	Overview
	First Day of Class : Course Introduction and Syllabus

Viewing of Film and Lab Orientation, Hepatitis,

Confidentiality Contract, Background Checks

January 18th, 2016 – last day to add/drop without a W

	Jan 19, 24, 26, 31
	Ch 1


	ALL FORMS (Background check, confidentiality contract, hepatitis form and orientation video quiz)

DUE JANUARY 26, 2017

	Feb 2, 7, 9, 14
	Ch 2
	Exam # 1 

	Feb 16, 21, 23, 28
	Ch 3
	Research Summary Paper 
CP CLOSED- Feb 17

	March 2, 7, 9

	Ch 4
	Exam # 2 (3/10/16)
Midterm Grades Due March 3


	March 14, 16
	NO CLASS

SPRING BREAK 
CP CLOSED

	March 21, 23, 28, 30

	Ch 5
	**Physical section of case studies should be completed

March 27, 2017 – Registration for Summer and Fall 2017 begins

	April 4, 6, 11, 13
Honors Week 
	Ch 6
	**Cognitive section of case studies should be completed
March 29, 2017 – Last day to drop a course with grade of “W”


	April 18, 20, 25, 27
	Ch 7
	**Social-emotional section of case study 
should be completed

	
	
	April 28th is the last day of class 

and last day to withdraw from term

	April 25th- May 3rd (no later than midnight) 
	Case studies 1 & 2 due but can be turned in earlier
Case Studies Due- May 2nd

	Tuesday, May 2
	FINAL: EXAM  #3 (8:00-10:30)

	Exam 1
	Chapters 1-2
	

	Exam 2
	Chapters 3-4
	

	Exam 3
	Chapters 5-7
	


Your Proposed Observation Schedule for
The Children’s Program (CP)
	Week of:
	Observation No.

	Jan 16-20
	Paperwork

	Jan 23-27
	Observation 1

	Jan 30-Feb 3
	Observation 2

	Feb 6-10
	Observation 3

	CP CLOSED- Friday, Feb 17 for Professional Development Day

	Feb 13-17
	Observation 4

	Feb 20-24
	Observation 5

	Feb 27- March 3
	Observation 6

	March 6-10
	Observation 7

	March 10th CP Closes at 5:00 

	CP CLOSED- March 13-17 for SPRING BREAK

	March 20-24
	Observation 8

	March 27- 31
	Observation 9

	April 3- April 7
	Observation 10

	April 10-April 14
	Observation 11 (optional)

	April 17-April 21
	Observation 12 (optional)

	April 24-28
	Make up/catch up week


** If you miss a week of observation, it is your responsibility to contact Ms. Hunter Sartain, your Teaching Assistant (TA), and ask her for permission to double up your hours the following week.  You may contact her via Blackboard.  You may not double up on your hours without permission from your TA.
